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Let’s MAKE A MODEL 
DRAGON BOAT!

What Does a Dragon Boat Look Like?
Here are some helpful drawings to get you started in creating 
your own beautiful dragon boat.

The Basic Design of a Dragon Boat

 The lively head 
of a dragon at 
the front of the 
boat

A dragon 
tail at the 
back of the 
boat

A long and narrow canoe-shaped 
body; the paddlers of a dragon boat 
sit single file.

Remember, dragon boats come in all 
shapes, sizes and styles, so don’t be afraid 
to use your imagination to create your own 
unique model boat!

Here’s What You’ll Need:
-1 Pouch of modeling clay
-Simple sculpting tools like a butter knife or toothpick
-Markers

Here’s What to Do:
1. Get ideas for your dragon boat by looking at photos 

of real dragon boats.

2. Knead your modeling clay to soften it.  Use your 
fingers to press the clay into a long canoe shape.  
Make a dragon head to attach to the front of your 
boat and a dragon tail to add to the back.

3. Use a butter knife, toothpick or any other sculpting 
tool you find at home to add details to your boat.

4. When you are finished shaping your boat, allow it to 
dry.  Once it is firm, you can add more decorations 
using markers.

IMPORTANT: Do not put your model dragon boat in 
water!  Your special boat is meant as a decoration only.
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Choose a Head for Your Dragon Boat
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Choose a Tail for Your Dragon Boat


